Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 123 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.135; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.9.
The title compound, C 36 H 30 NP 2 + ÁCl À , crystallized in the solvate-free form from a CH 3 CN/OEt 2 solution. The chloride anion and the N atom of the [(Ph 3 P) 2 N] + cation are located on a twofold axis, yielding overall symmetry 2 for the cation. The central P-N-P angle [133.0 (3) ] is at the low end of the range of observed P-N-P angles. (1997)). Surprisingly, the crystal structure of the parent compound [(Ph 3 P) 2 N]Cl was still unknown.
Experimental

Crystal data
[ ( is on the low end of the range of observed P-N-P angles. The P-N (1.597 (2) Å) and P-C distances (179.3 (4)-180.8 (4) Å) are in the expected range.
Experimental [(Ph 3 P) 2 N]Cl has been synthesized according to a published method (Ruff et al., 1974) . Single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by layering a CH 3 CN solution with diethyl ether.
Refinement
The hydrogen atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model. The same U iso value was used for all H atoms, which refined to 0.031 (3) Å 
